tissues also. No proteolytic enzyme predigestion of sections is required. This can sometimes affect the quality of the sections. However, a brief period of processing in a microwave oven is needed. This is a critical and essential step which has to be carried out in the precise manner described. The results obtained with 1D5 were more intense, but otherwise comparable with those obtained with ER-ICA antibody when used on paraffin wax sections.
Although the staining results were less intense than those obtained with frozen sections, paraffin wax sections have the obvious advantage of using routinely processed tissue and they provide sections of higher quality which are easier to interpret.
The semiquantitative scoring system used is simple and reproducible. Its results correlate well with the quantitative estimates obtained with DCC. The scores can provide an estimate of the level of ER in a given tumour and whether it is absent, low, moderate, high or very high which may be of value to oncologists. This study was partly supported by a grant from Dako Ltd. Cervical smears collected with a spatula were collected into phosphate buffered saline and stored at -20°C until DNA extraction. All DNA samples were subjected to an amplification reaction directed to a portion of the ,B globin gene to validate the quality of the extracted DNA. 4 The polymerase chain reaction (PCR) was targeted to a sequence in the Bam H 1 W region of the EBV genome. There is a compelling body of evidence that cervical neoplasia, especially cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN), is related to viral infection. The questions of which virus is, or which viruses are, involved remain unanswered, but EBV is unlikely to act alone because its prevalence in normal and abnormal cervices is similar. However, EBV is certainly a candidate in a multiviral hypothesis. In hairy cell leucoplakia of the tongue a lesion with a histological semblance to cervical dysplasia, there is sound evidence that both EBV and human papilloma virus (HPV) are implicated.7 HPV of various types is very common in the cervix. Synergism between EBV and HPV is a possibility, perhaps by way of the former expressing the BCRF1 gene,8 which codes for an interleukin-10 (IL-10)-like molecule,9 which can modulate the immune reaction to both viruses. This merits further investigation.
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